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ward tumble of all the sparks and sticks. Another
undergraduate of eminence, to whose care Creighton
was specially appointed, was the Queen's youngest
son, Leopold, Duke of Albany, to whom he gave
private lessons in history and literature, and over
whose mind he exercised a highly beneficial influ-
ence. It was Prince Leopold who first introduced
Creighton's name to the Queen, and started her
interest in his ecclesiastical career.

It was not until he became a don at Merton, in
1866, that Creighton formed a group of really
intimate friends. Then, immediately, his talents
and his conversation opened to him the whole circle
of the best minds of Oxford. No one could be
more attractive in such a society. His affectionate
nature and his very fresh and vigorous intellect
made him the most delightful of companions, and
he was preserved by a certain inherent magnanimity
from the pettiness which sometimes afflicts university
coteries. From the very first it was understood that
he would be an historian (although, by the irony of
examinations, he had gained only a " second class "
in modern history), but it was not clearly seen how
this obvious native bent would be made to serve a
profession. Suddenly, to everybody's great surprise
in 1870 he was ordained deacon, and priest in 1873
The reasons which led him to take so unexpected a
step have been frequently the subject of conjecture.
I shall presently, in endeavouring to form a portrait
of his character, return to a consideration of this
most interesting and important question.